THE  VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
at last been discovered, and that all the major pxoblems were solved, or in sight of solution The cracks in the structure were to appear later And in the main the literature of the period is literature aboufthe middle class, for the middle class, by the middle class, even that written by the most violent critics of the edifice
The Victorian age still stands for most people as one of smug complacency, of hypocritical piety, and of unhealthy prudery But even a very^u^ffidaTotaifhination shows us something in the mam far different, though certainly one aspect, especially at one period, lends support to the un-veracious commonplace At the beginning we find a society, which, having survived the terrors aroused by the^ French Revolution, was bent upon building itself up so as to^aypid 'suclTan event at hoiSet^i^TseST^irupon the Industrial Keyolutionl and, while c^Un^"a2j?nea:Sy"eye upbrrjtfakfeiis, pinned its faith on Ricardian economics and BSn'thanusm (the doctnne of Utilitarianism, "the greatest happiness of the greatest number"), which the wide-spread and prevailing Evangelicalism of the period did little to temper It weathered the famines of "the hungry forties35, and the Chartist and other disturbances, menaces which, alarming in the thirties, were not laid until 1848, a year which seemed to prove that however much the Continent might totter, England was solid The Exhibition of 1851 was the herald of a new age, with the middle-class industrialist, supported by the country squire and an obedient parsonage, firmly in the saddle, an age which reached its height in the middle-class apogee referred to above All was for the best in the best of all possible countries It was, indeed, admitted that there were still some injustices, the poor needed bettering morally and physically, but all would be cleared up by science and sound religion In short, many agreed with the Mr Roebuck, pilloried into fame by Arnold, that there had never been anything so glorious m all past history "I pray that our unrivalled happiness may last"
Whatever it may have been, happiness or anything else, it did not last The insularity of the penod gave place m the eighties and nineties to a form of imperialism, the best side